QUICK START GUIDE 


weeCam 


Parallel Port Version For: 
Windows 98 
Windows 95 
Windows NT 


Install the weeCam and start making 
Videograms in no time! 
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Inside you will learn 
how to quickly & easily: 

• Install the weeCam 

• Install the software 

• Make a Videogram 

• Send a Videogram 
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Congratulations on the purchase of your new weeCam. Your new cam¬ 
era is the latest state-of-the-art method to quickly and easily capture high 
quality video and still images into your desktop or laptop computer. Once 
installed, you can use your new camera for many purposes including: 

I Video Capture: Capture video at up to 30 fps (frames per second) with 
resolutions up to 320x240. Create video presentations, video e-mail, 
product and/or service demonstrations, training video clips, attach video 
to your web page and more. 

I VideoConferencing: Your new camera and software supports the latest 
industry leading video conferencing software including Microsoft’s Net- 
Meeting, VDOPhone, Intel’s ProShare, CUSeeMe, ICU II and others. 

I Pictures and Still Images: Capture snapshots, pictures and other still 
images at resolutions up to 1600x1200. Include pictures and images in 
your presentations, make postcards, post to your Website, send over e- 
mail or send on floppy disk. You can even include audio with your pic¬ 
tures and still images for that personal touch or to enhance the under¬ 
standing of the communication you are sending. 

I Video E-mail: Your new digital camera comes with patented compres¬ 
sion technology contained in our Videogram Creator software. This 
compression technology helps you to create very small video files that 
can be sent over your corporate or Internet e-mail system without vio¬ 
lating file size limitations established by your MIS department or Inter¬ 
net service provider. 

I Video Editing and Special Effects: After you have captured the video 
you want with your new weeCam, you can easily transfer your video file 
into other software or hardware products that support the AVI file for¬ 
mat. 
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Hardware Installation 
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Parallel Port 


Check the package contents for the following items: 


I weeCam 

I One Reversible Keyboard Power 
Adapter (PS/2 or AT) 

I Quick Start Guide 
I Registration/Warranty Card 


I Value Pack Offer 
I CD-ROM containing Videogram 
Creator Software, Electronic (PDF) 
User Guide, and Adobe 
Acrobat Reader 
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Hardware Installation 


STEP 1: Connect The Camera 

Parallel Port 

I Turn off your computer. 

I Connect the parallel port connector to 
the parallel port on the back of your 
computer (see Diagram Page 4). 

I Verify if the keyboard port on the back 

of your computer is a PS/2 or AT port. 


FOR PS/2 - plug the smaller end of the 
power adapter to your keyboard cable; plug 
the larger end into the matching end on the 
camera power cord. Plug the remaining con¬ 
nector into the keyboard port on the back of 
your computer. 

FOR AT plug the larger end of the power 
adapter into the keyboard port on the back of 
your computer. Plug the smaller end of the 
power adapter into the matching end on the 
camera power cord. Plug the remaining con¬ 
nector to your keyboard cable. 


- To Keyboard And 
Keyboard port 



PS/2 
Connector - 

(smallerend) JtFJ 

AT 

Connector - 

(larger end) 


Power 

Adapter 


I Optional A / B Switch Box - is a simple, low cost device that will allow your 
camera and printer (or other device) to share your parallel port. A / B switch boxes 
can be purchased from many computer, electronics or office supply stores. It can also 
be purchased by calling the phone number on the sheet that has been included with 
your camera. Models and prices vary, but a low cost mechcanical A/B box will work 
fine for your camera. To install the A / B switch box, you simply plug the camera into 
one plug ( A or B) on the back of the box and plug your printer or other device into 
the other plug. Then plug a standard parallel (printer) cable from the center plug in 
the back of the A / B switch box to the parallel (printer) port in the back of your 
computer. 
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Hardware Installation 
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STEP 2: Connect Audio Source -- 

MIC- 

I If you are connecting a microphone (not in¬ 
cluded), connect it to MIC-IN input of your 
sound card. * li 1 —.T 


If you are recording from an external source 

such as a camcorder, VCR, audio cassette 

deck or other audio source, connect the audio- LINE_ 

out from your source to the LINE-IN input of 

your sound card using the audio cable from 

your source. .. 


STEP 3: Adjust Camera Position 

I The overall position of the camera and 
lighting will greatly affect the quality 
of your captured video. Try to place 
the camera about eye level and within 
about three feet of the subject. Direct 
as much lighting as possible toward 
the subject. 
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SOFTWARE INSTALLATION 

Using your new weeCam and the Videogram Creator software is very easy 
and intuitive. Most functions included within the software are self-explana¬ 
tory and can be accomplished without referring to the User Guide. If you 
find you need more information or want to try some of the advanced fea¬ 
tures of the product, we have provided you with a comprehensive “Electron¬ 
ic” User Guide. The electronic User Guide is included within the weeCam 
CD-ROM and takes less than 1.5 MB of total disk space. You will need 
Adobe Acrobat Reader (3.0 or higher) to be able to view the electronic User 
Guide. For your convenience, we have included Adobe Acrobat Reader on 
the CD-ROM. If you do not already have Acrobat Reader, you will be 
prompted through the installation process. 

CD-ROM INSTALLATION — Parallel Port Camera: 

I Turn your computer system back on 

I After Windows starts, the Add New Hardware Wizard appears. Click 
Cancel. 

I Insert the weeCam CD-ROM into your CD-ROM drive 
I If your system supports Auto Play, the installation screen will appear au¬ 
tomatically within a few seconds. 

I Follow the step-by-step instructions until the installation is complete. 

I If your system does not support Auto Play, follow these steps: 

I Click “Start” in the Windows Taskbar and then “Run” 

I In the dialog box, type X:\ Setup.exe (“X” refers to your CD-ROM drive 
letter) 

I Follow the step-by-step instructions to complete the installation. 

I Restart your computer system after the hardware installation is com¬ 
plete. The Setup Wizard will run automatically. 

I The Setup Wizard will configure your system and the easy step-by-step 
instructions will guide you through the remainder of the software setup 
process. 


6 







Creating Videograms 


VIDEO CONFERENCING 

Many free video conferencing software programs are available for you to 
easily download on the internet. Your weeCam camera supports the latest 
industry standards for desktop IP (internet protocal) video conferencing. 

One of the more popular programs for Video Conferencing is Microsoft 
NetMeeting. You can download NetMeeting from Microsoft’s web site. 
The URL to link to directly is: 

www.microsoft.com/ netmeeting 


weeCam Quick Start 
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Creating Videograms 
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CREATING VIDEOGRAMS 


STEP 1: Launch the Videogram Creator Software 



1mEGEE!S2!SBE!S33!S3SSSI3!ISS!3!I 

Fite Edit Tsofc Heip 




Videogram Creator Window 


When you first launch the Videogram 
Creator application you will automat¬ 
ically be in a preset “Preview” mode, 
live video will display from the cam¬ 
era. Adjust the camera position, light¬ 
ing, and focus (see Tip below ) while 
using the preview 
window for refer¬ 
ence. Adjust your 
Video and Audio 
Settings by click¬ 
ing on the “Edit” 
menu and then 
“Video Settings.” 

Adjust focus 



Tip: Ideally, the main light source should be in front of the subject at an 
angle slightly above and to one side. Adjust the focus by turning the lens 
knob until the image is sharp. 


Note: Creating Videograms using non-optimal settings can affect the 
quality and file size of your Videogram. Please take this into consideration 
when creating a Videogram. For example, adjusting the quality of the vid¬ 
eo image by increasing the contrast setting can significantly improve 
Videogram compression ratios. Default audio and video settings are the 
“suggested” settings. Refer to the electronic User Guide for an explanation 
of each setting. 
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Creating Videograms 
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STEP 2: Recording Video 

I Click on the “Record” icon. After the three second countdown, you 
may begin recording your Videogram 
I Click the left mouse button or the “Esc” key to stop recording 



I Press the “Play” button to review your recorded message 


Note: To create Videograms from EXISTING AVI files please refer to the 
Electronic User Guide found in the weeCam program group. 



STEP 3: Sending or Saving Videograms 

Sending a Videogram 

If you choose to “Send” a Videogram follow these steps: 

I Click on the “Send” Interstate icon and type in a title when the dialog 
box appears. 

I If your e-mail system is MAPI (Messaging Application Programming In¬ 
terface) compliant, continue. If your system is non-MAPI compliant, 
proceed to “Saving a Videogram” on the next page. 

I Click the “Send” button and your Videogram will be created. 

I A pop-up window will appear and display the time, name, file size and 
the approximate time required to transmit the Videogram when it is 
finished. 

I Click the “Send” button once again. An e-mail box will automatically 
appear, with your Videogram as an attachment. 

I Type in the e-mail address you are sending your Videogram to. 

I Send the e-mail message. 
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Creating Videograms 


Saving a Videogram 

If you choose to “Save” a Videogram to a file for later use, or to send a 
Videogram using a Non-MAPI compliant e-mail system, follow these steps: 

I Click on the “Send” Interstate icon and type in a title when the dialog 
box appears 

I Click the rectangular “Save” button. 

I Type in a file name and hit return to save the Videogram 

(If you would like to save the captured video as an AVI file see the Elec¬ 
tronic User Guide for more details) 


MAPI COMPLIANT vs. NON-MAPI COMPLIANT E-MAIL SYSTEMS 


If your e-mail program is MAPI 
compliant, an e-mail window will 
automatically appear when you’re 
ready to send a Videogram. 
Netscape Messenger 4.5, Outlook 
Express (IE4), Outlook 97, 98, Mi¬ 
crosoft Exchange 5.0, and Eudora 
Pro 3.0, 4.0 are all examples of 
MAPI Compliant e-mail systems. 


If you do not have a MAPI-Com¬ 
pliant e-mail system, you can still 
send Videograms by first saving 
the Videogram to a file and then 
attaching the saved file to your e- 
mail message. Netscape 3.0, In¬ 
ternet Explorer 3.0, and America 
Online are examples of non- 
MAPI-Compliant e-mail systems. 


Note: When receiving a Videogram from certain e-mail systems (mostly non-MAPI-com- 
pliant e-mail systems) you may be required to save the Videogram to your hard disk before 
you can open the Videogram for playback. Should this occur, simply save the Videogram as 
a file in a folder under a name of your choice (be sure to note the name and location of the 
file and folder), then run Windows Explorer to locate the file. Double click on the file icon 
to play the Videogram. 
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HELPFUL HINTS FOR CREATING AND SENDING VIDEOGRAMS 

Adjusting Video Settings 

The smaller the better. Keep file sizes to a minimum. This will reduce up¬ 
load and download times and will help keep your Videogram from being 
blocked by e-mail systems with maximum file size limitations. 

Keep motion and movement to a minimum. The compression will not be 
as high if the subject in a video is continuously moving. The Videogram 
compression algorithms work by eliminating static information from the 
video file. If the subject moves (e.g. continuously panning left to right), 
there is significantly more information contained in the video. The more 
information, the larger the file size. Therefore keeping motion to a mini¬ 
mum will improve compression ratios and file size. 

E-mail encoding of attachments. Try to find out the encoding method used 
by the recipient’s e-mail system before you send it. There are two standard 
methods for the encoding of e-mail attachments: MIME and UUENCODE. 
UUENCODE is an older encoding method favored by UNIX systems and 
older e-mail packages. A Videogram sent using UUENCODE cannot be 
viewed by someone with an e-mail system that supports only MIME en¬ 
coding, and vice-versa. Many e-mail software providers are moving to 
MIME encoding. However, many older systems are UNIX based and con¬ 
tinue to use UUENCODE. Most e-mail systems now offer a choice of en¬ 
coding method for attachments. Check your documentation or contact 
your e-mail provider to find out how you can select the appropriate encod¬ 
ing option. 
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Thank You For Selecting 
Our weeCam 


For further information, please refer to the 

Support information sheet included 
within this Quick Start Guide. The 
sheet will provide you with our: 

Technical Support Phone Number 
Support e-mail address 
Sales Information 
Web Site Address 
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